Boscawen Historical Society
By-laws - November 1997

Article I Name

The name of this non-profit organization shall be the "Boscawen Historical Society".

Article II Purpose

The "Boscawen Historical Society", located at 226 King Street, Boscawen, New Hampshire, hereinafter
referred to as the "Society", is a non-profit organization incorporated under the laws of the State of New
Hampshire and formed solely for historical and educational purposes. The purposes of the organization
are: 1) to obtain, preserve, and exhibit historical memorabilia pertaining to the "Town of Boscawen, New
Hampshire", and when germane, to its environs, and to obtain, hold, and use funds for the above purpose,
2) to foster an understanding and appreciation of the history and uniqueness of the town.

This corporation is organized exclusively for any purposes for which an organization may be exempt
from federal taxation under section 501 (C) (3) of the Code, including for such purposes as the making of
distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under section 501(c)(3) of the Code, or
corresponding section of any future federal tax code.

Article 111 Membership

The Society shall consist of Active, Life, Honorary, and Charter members. Active members will be those
who pay the requisite dues on or before the date of the annual meeting each year. Life members shall be
those who pay the one time life membership dues, and thereafter shall be exempt from paying the annual
dues. Honorary members may be proposed by the Governing Board and approved by a majority vote of
the membership. Honorary membership shall be awarded only to those individuals who have shown
continued and/or exceptionally distinguished service to the Society. Charter members are those who
participated in the founding of the Society and paid their dues by March 31, 1968.

All members have the right to vote, but they must be present to exercise that right. All members are
eligible to hold an office, but a member voted into office may not serve in absentia.

Anyone interested in the aims of the Society may become a member upon payment of dues. The Society
shall not discriminate against any person in any manner on the basis of sex, race, age, religion, disability,
or ethnic origin.

Article IV Finance

The fiscal year shall begin on January 1% and end on December 31

The annual active dues and lifetime dues shall be proposed by the Governing Board to the membership in
attendance, and voted upon at the annual meeting. Honorary members shall pay no dues, but shall be able
to enjoy all privileges of membership. Active membership shall be cancelled if dues are in arrears for
more than two years.
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The Society will solicit financial support in the form of dues and donations from its members as well as
contributions from the general public to support the Society's missions. An endowment fund will be
established under the following guidelines. The name of the fund will be the Boscawen Historical Society
Endowment Fund. The purpose of the fund is for: 1) restoration of the Society's buildings, 2) preservation
of the Society's collections, and 3) acquisitions of new artifacts for the Society's collections pertaining to
the Society's purpose. All earnings (interest, dividends, capital gains, etc.) from the fund are expendable
per majority vote of the Governing Board. The principle balance of the fund can only be expended
following a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the membership attending any general meeting, provided
that proper notice of such business item was included on the member's written notice.

Subject to approval of the Internal Revenue Department and the State of New Hampshire, dues and
contributions made to the Society shall be deductible from Federal Income Tax Returns of the individual
making such contributions.

Article V Meetings

Meetings shall be held four (4) times annually. The annual meeting shall be held during November, at
which time officers shall be elected. The remaining three meetings shall be held during the months of
March, May, and September. The exact dates of these meetings shall be selected each year by the
Governing Board. Members shall be notified in writing two weeks prior to each meeting. Fifteen (15)
members shall constitute a quorum to conduct business. Special meetings may be called at any time by
the President and/or two (2) members of the Governing Board upon due notice to the members.

All meetings shall be conducted in accordance with Robert's Rules of Order

Article VI  Officers

The officers of the Society shall be the President, First Vice-President, Second Vice-President, Secretary,
Treasurer, Curator, Librarian, and three (3) Trustees. The officers shall be elected annually for a term
commencing on January 1% of the following year and expiring on December 31% of that year. Trustees
shall be elected for a three (3) year term, one (1) Trustee to be elected each year to provide for overlapping
terms. The election shall be determined by the members present, either by ballot or by voice vote.

A. The President shall be responsible for the smooth, efficient functioning of the Society, its officers,
and its committees, in the best interest of the membership.

a. He/she shall chair meetings of the Governing Board and the general membership.

b. He/she shall represent-the Society as necessary with Town officials, other societies and
associations, etc.

c. He/she is authorized, on behalf of the Society, to sign any legal documents approved by
the Governing Board and/or the membership.

d. He/she shall ensure that the provisions of the by-laws are adhered to in every instance
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B. The First Vice-President

a.
b.
C.

shall act for the President in his/her absence;
assist the President in all matters as directed;
shall be a new-officio member of all committees.

C. The Second Vice-President

/o o

shall be responsible for all publicity of/for the Society;

shall be responsible for having published a semi-annual newsletter;

shall maintain membership lists;

shall, with the approval of the Governing Board, institute membership promotions.

D. The Secretary shall maintain the minutes of all meetings of the Society and the Governing Board.

a.
b.

He/she shall record approved by-law changes.

He/she shall maintain a permanent file of newsletters and other documents contributing to
a comprehensive history of the Society.

He/she shall prepare necessary Society correspondence, including all notices to members
of upcoming meetings.

E. The Treasurer shall be responsible for the maintenance of all fiscal accounts.

a.
b.

He/she shall be authorized to pay all bills approved by the Board

He/she shall be responsible for notifying the Second Vice-President of all new members
and membership cancellations.

He/she shall arrange for liability, fire, theft, and comprehensive insurance of real estate
and other property owned by the Society.

He/she shall be responsible for the auditing of the Society accounts. The audit may be
accomplished by a member, or a group of members not to exceed three (3), to be
appointed by the President and approved by the Board.

F. The Curator shall be responsible for the organization and display of the Society's acquisitions.

a.

b.

C.

d.

He/she shall be responsible for the cataloging of all acquisitions given or loaned to the
Society, except for those determined to be under the jurisdiction of the Librarian.

He/she, with the Governing Board, shall schedule times in which the museum is open,
and shall arrange that the museum is open for all special tours and events, and for Old
Home Day.

He/she shall actively seek to acquire any memorabilia renaming to the purpose of the
Society.

He/she shall be an ex-officio member of the Assession-Deassession Committee.

G. The Librarian shall assist the curator, primarily concentrating on the Society's books, pamphlets,
and documents.

a.

b.
C.

He/she shall be responsible for cataloging all library acquisitions given or loaned to the
Society.

He/she shall provide easy access to all reference materials when and where applicable.
He/she shall be an ex-officio member of the Assession-Deassession Committee.

H. The Trustees shall be responsible for building maintenance, minor repairs, and grounds care.
They shall recommend to the Governing Board any repairs or improvements as they see the need.
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All officers shall perform any other duties as requested by the Governing Board or by the President.

Article VII Governing Board (“Board”)

The Board is charged with the direction and management of the affairs of the Society. The Board
establishes the policies of the Society, approves expenditures, and reviews actions and programs. Board
members are expected to attend Board meetings and the membership meetings. Those who serve on the
Board are expected to attend additional meetings when the need arises. All Board members serve in a
non-salaried, volunteer capacity, and are eligible for reelection. All Board members must be dues paying,
paid-up members of the Society.

The Officers, Trustees, and immediate past President shall constitute the Board. A majority of the
members of the Board shall constitute a quorum. The Board shall meet a minimum of six (6) times a year,
at a time and place designated by the President. Special meetings of the Board may be called by the
President or any two members thereof upon due notice to the Board members. The Board shall have the
power to administer the affairs of the Society between meetings.

The Board may appoint committees, and assistant Curators, from time to time as the need arises. In the
event of a vacancy in any office, for any reason, the Board may appoint a member to fill the office for the
unexpired term.

Article VIII Nominating Committee

A Nominating Committee of three (3) persons from the membership, each of whom have participated, to
some degree, in the events of the past year, will be appointed by the President. The purpose of this
committee is to propose the slate of Officers for the ensuing year. Said propose slate of Officers will be
presented at the annual meeting in November for voting by the members present.

Article IX Assession-Deassession Committee

An Assession-Deassession Committee of three (3) persons from the membership, each of whom have
participated, to some degree, in the events of the past year, will be appointed by the President. The
Curator and the Librarian shall also be ex-officio members of this committee. This committee shall be
responsible for:

1. The review of all new memorabilia to determine the appropriateness of adding the article to the

Society's collection.
2. Presenting recommendations to the Board to obtain or dispose of articles.
3. The execution of the Board's decisions regarding the acquisition or disposition of articles.
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Article X Acquisitions

Memorabilia acquired by the Society shall be accepted as a: 1) loan, 2) permanent loan, 3) gift, 4)
purchase, or 5) memorial, each as defined by the Society's Assession Policy.

1.

Loan: The donor temporarily loans the article to the Society for display within the Society's museum.
The donor, or donor heirs, at their discretion, may request the article be returned at some future date,
or the Board may request, in writing, that the article be returned to the donor or donor heirs. A loan is
at the risk of the donor and the Society accepts no responsibility whatsoever for any damage or loss
which may result.

Permanent Loan: The donor gives the article to the Society for display and use as the Society sees fit.
However, to safeguard the donor, the article may not be disposed of in any way unless the Society
first offers it back to the donor or the donor heirs. The Assession-Deassession Committee will make
the disposal recommendations to the Governing Board, the Board members will approve or reject that
recommendation, if approved, the proper and appropriate forms will be signed and the disposal made
back to the donor or donor heirs, or disposal at the behest of the Board majority.

Gift: The donor gives the article to the Society to be used in any way the Society sees fit. The Society,
upon the recommendation of the Assession-Deassession Committee and the approval of the Board,
may dispose of the article at some future date with any proceeds retained by the Society.

Purchase: The Society may purchase, with Society funds, an article to be used in any way the Society
sees fit. The Society, upon the recommendation of the Assession-Deassession Committee and the
approval of the Board, may dispose of the article at some future date with any proceeds retained by
the Society.

Memorial: Articles and money may be given in memoriam to the Society by family members or
friends. The articles can be presented to the Society as either a Gift or a Permanent Loan and are
treated by the Society as stated under those acquisition categories. The Society may expend monies
given in memoriam to purchase wanted items for the Society's collection or for other uses, as the
Society sees fit.

The cost for any appraisals shall be at the expense of the donor or donor heirs.

Permanent Loans, Gifts, Purchases, and Memorials may be loaned by the Society for special exhibits if
accompanied by a Board member, or if approved by vote of the Board. Items on Loan may be removed
from the Society's collection and loaned for a special exhibit only with written permission of the donor or
donor heirs.

All acquisitions must be cataloged by the Assession-Deassession Committee on the appropriate forms and
properly labeled to ensure accurate record keeping and tracking.
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Article XI Amendments

These by-laws may be amended, altered, or repealed and new by-laws adopted by a three-fourths (3/4)
vote of the membership at any meeting, provided notices of the changes have been given at a previous
meeting or in writing to every member at least two (2) weeks before the meeting at which the change(s)
is/are acted upon. However, in no event may any amendments or changes be made which would affect the
organizations qualifications as a tax exempt organization pursuant to Section 501 (c) (3) of the Code or
corresponding section of any future federal tax code.

Article XII Limitation of Liability

Unless otherwise expressly authorized by the Board, the officers shall serve without compensation, and,
pursuant to Section 508:16 of the revised Statutes annotated, shall not be liable for bodily injury, personal
injury, and property damage if the claim for such damages arises from an act in good faith and without
willful or wanton negligence in the course of an activity carried on to accomplish the purpose of the
Society.

The officers of the corporation shall not be liable to the organization, or to the shareholders if any, for
monetary damages for breach of their fiduciary duties to the full extent permitted by N.H. RSA Chapter
292.

Article XIII Indemnification

The Society (non-profit tax exempt organization) shall indemnify and hold its officers harmless from and
against all suits, claims, injuries, or damages asserted against them, so long as the officer to be
indemnified has not acted in bad faith or engaged in intentional misconduct, knowing violation of the law,
or derived an improper personal benefit.

Article XTIV Conflicts of Interest & Pecuniary Benefit Transactions

Officers having a real or apparent conflict of interest m any matter before the Board must disclose the
possible conflict and exclude themselves from the discussion and/or vote on the matter in question.

Officers having an interest m a proposed pecuniary benefit transaction with the Society that is brought
before the Board shall have an affirmative obligation to disclose such interest and shall be prohibited from
being present during or participating in the discussion on the subject or voting thereon. The Board shall
authorize the Society to enter into such transactions only in accordance with the applicable provisions of
RSA 7:19-a.

Article XV Dissolution

Should the Society (corporation, non-profit organization) ever be dissolved, it may do so by dissolving
itself by filing with the Secretary of State a statement signed by the Treasurer and a
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majority of the Board, stating that at least three-fourths (%) of the members voted for dissolution, and that
the assets will be offered to the "Town of Boscawen, New Hampshire", to be maintained by them in the
same manner as the Society. In the event of their refusal, the assets will be given to the "New Hampshire
Historical Society, incorporated"”, located in Concord, New Hampshire. This dissolution must be
accompanied by a statement from the New Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration that all
taxes have been paid or have been accounted for, and all assets must be distributed for one or more
exempt purpose(s), within the meaning of Section 501 (c) (3) of the Code or corresponding section-of any
future federal tax code, to maintain tax-exempt status.

Article XVI Tax-exempt Status

Tax-exempt status requires: no member, officer, trustee, or other private persons shall benefit from the net
earnings of the Society, except that the Society shall be authorized to make payments and compensate for
services rendered, no substantial part of the activities shall be conducted to influence legislation, carrying
on of propaganda, publishing or distributing statements on behalf of any candidate for public office.

The Society shall not carry on any activities not permitted under Section 501 (c) (3) of the Code or
corresponding section of any future federal tax code.



